Build Your Own Assessment Template!
In this assignment, you must follow the directions and then delete everything highlighted in blue. Your final product will look a lot like a sample PSSA exam! 
Author of this assessment:
Name of article:

Paste the text of your excerpted article here

Your task is to write SEVEN questions for this assessment. The first questions types in this template are decided for you, and then you need to choose a few on your own.
Required: ONE “Main Idea” question
How to come up with the best answer: Read the entire article, and come up with a single sentence that explains the opinion of the author and/or the main person being profiled in the story.
How to come up with your other three answers: Create statements that mention the same topic, or focus on a specific part of the essay, but don’t summarize the entire passage.
Write in your “Main Idea” question and answers here:
Q:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)










Required: ONE “Context Meaning” question
How to come up with the word: Find a challenging word in the text, and see if you can figure it out based on the context in its sentence. (It shouldn’t be too technical or obscure.)
How to come up with your other three answers: Choose 1-2 words that are similar in meaning, and 1-2 words that are opposite in meaning. More opposite words makes it easier; more similar words, harder.
Write your “Context Meaning” question and answers here:
Q: Read the sentence from the passage:




What does _________________________ most likely mean?
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)












Required: ONE “Tone or Attitude” Question
How to write the question: Find a sentence that displays the attitude or opinion of either the author or an individual. Usually they are expressing their attitude towards an idea, and it’s either positive or negative. You can quote a line of text in the question if you need to, like this:
“ Based on _____________________’s statement that “__________________(line goes here)________________,” the reader can conclude that…”
OR you can make the quotes the answers and start the question like this:
“What detail from the text best shows _________________________’s belief/attitude that __________________________?”
How to come up with the best answer, and the other three:  Like writing a “Main Idea” question, one answer has to be on-topic and the others should also have some relationship to the text. No totally random answers! 
Write your “Tone or Attitude” Question here:
Q:


(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)












Required: Two “Specific Details” questions
How to write the question: Zoom in on a particular detail (duh) of the text, ideally where something new or unknown is being introduced. Your question shouldn’t ask for one simple fact (“where does x live?”) or repeat a sentence from the text word for word – the reader should have to put ideas together on their own to answer the question.
How to come up with the best answer: As stated above, it shouldn’t be a simple fact, but a (short) explanation about the detail.
How to come up with the other three answers: Use ideas that also appear in the text – don’t make up random stuff! Avoid just stating the opposite of the correct answer.
Write your “Specific Details” questions here:
Q:


(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)


Q:


(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)






Required: Two “Drawing Inferences” Questions
How to write the question: This is one step beyond the “specific details” format – you need to take a moment from the text and ask the reader to draw a conclusion about that situation. Different inferences you might ask them to make include:
· Interpreting the implied meaning of a phrase or statement the text
· Predicting what could happen next in the situation
· Connecting an example from the text to a generalization (like “poverty inspires creativity”)
How to write the best answer, and the other three: Again, answers should be more than a simple fact, they should be brief statements. In this case, the answers might NOT be items found directly in the text, but none of them should sound crazy.
Write your “Drawing Inferences” questions here:
Q:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Q:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)








Required: One “Open-Ended Response” Question
Notes on how to create this question will be provided in class 
Write your question here:
Q:































